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1. THIS WEEK’S CHANGES IN PAKISTAN'S ELECTION LAWS, WHICH WERE 
AIMED AT AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OP SEPARATE CONSTITUENCIES POR 
NON-MUSLIM MINORITIES (REFTELS), HAVE BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY DECISIONS 
TO UNDERTAKE A NEW ENROLLMENT OF VOTERS AND TO RE-EXAMINE EXISTING 
CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES TO REMEDY BHUTTO-ERA INEQUITIES AND 
GERRYMANDERING. 
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2. THE ELECTION COMMISSION HAS SUBSEQUENTLY TAKEN THE 
FIRST STEPS TO IMPLEMENT THESE DECISONS BY APPOINTING MORE 
THAN 1000 OFFICERS AT THE DISTRICT AND DIVISIONAL LEVEL 

AND BELOW TO ACT AS REGISTRATION AND ASSISTANT REGISTRATION 
OFFICERS. THESE OFFICIALS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
SUPERVISING THE MORE THAN 28,000 ENUMERATORS WHO WILL 
ACTUALLY DO THE CANVASSING REQUIRED IN EACH VILLAGE AND 
VALLEY TO PREPARE, REVISE, CORRECT, AND ASSEMBLE THE NEW 
VOTER ROLLS. 

3. THE PREPARATORY PROCESS THUS BEGUN COULD PUT PRESIDENT 
ZIA-UL-HAQ IN A POSITION TO ANNOUNCE NATIONAL AND 
PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS BY THE MIDDLE OF NEXT YEAR AND TO 
ACTUALLY HOLD THEM BY AROUND MID-OCTOBER. ELECTIONS 
ANY EARLIER THAN THEN WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE, GIVEN THE 

SHEER MAGNITUDE OF THE COMMISSION'S WORKLOAD MADE NECESSARY 
BY THE DECISION TO UNDERTAKE A NEW VOTER ENUMERATION. 

THIS IS THE CONCLUSION POLCOUNS HAS DRAWN FOLLOWING AN 
HOUR-LONG DISCUSSION OF ELECTORAL LAW, TRACTIVE, AND 
PREPARATION WITH A.Z. FAROOQI, SECRETARY OF THE ELECTIONS 
COMMISSION AND THE OFFICIAL CHARGED WITH DAY-TO-DAY 
OVERSIGHT OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS. FAROOQTS SCENARIO 
TENDS ALSO TO SUPPORT AND BE CONSISTENT WITH MOST INFORMED 
SPECULATION IN PAKISTAN ON THE POSSIBLE TIMING OF ELECTIONS 

4. THE FOREGOING SUMMARIZES AN AIRGRAM (REFAIR) WHICH 
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DESCRIBES IN DETAIL THE VARIOUS STAGES OF THE PREPARATROY 
PROCESS OUTLINED BY FAROOQI AND ANALYZES THE MEANING OF THE 
PROCESS IN TERMS OF ELECTION TIMING. REFAIR WAS POUCHED TO 
DEPARTMENT ON 28 SEPTEMBER AND WILL ALSO BE POUCHED TO MOST 
ADDRESSEES THIS CABLE. CONSTABLE 
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